A series of unfortunate events: implications of Republican efforts to repeal and replace the Affordable Care Act For older adults.
This paper discusses Republican efforts to repeal the 2010 Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA) over President Trump's first year in office (2017) and their impact on near-elderly Americans (50-64 years old). We describe how the ACA's provisions for strengthening health care coverage were particularly advantageous for near-elderly Americans: The law shored up employer-sponsored health care, expanded Medicaid, and-most important-created conditions for a strong individual health insurance market. We then describe Republican efforts to undermine the ACA in the years immediately following its passage, followed by detailed discussion of Republican proposals to repeal and replace the ACA during 2017. We conclude by discussing factors informing the fate of Republican legislation in this area, the potential consequences of the legislation that ultimately passed, and the prospects for future attempts to repeal and replace the ACA through the legislative process.